MOTH MUMBLINGS – AUGUST 2022
ALL CHANGE
The late summer/autumn switch has been thrown. Moths like the Straw Dot, Heart and Dart and many others are
diminishing in number to be replaced with a suite of different species. Straw Underwing (Thalpophila
matura), Rosy Rustic (Hydraecia micacea), Flounced Rustic (Luperina testacea), Copper Underwing
(Amphipyra pyramidea and Dusky Copper Underwing (Amphipyra berbera) amongst others are now flying
(most started in the last 2 days of July). Many species seem to be appearing earlier than in previous years; it is
important that this shift is documented by you keeping accurate and complete records from your garden and
elsewhere. It is YOUR data that allow us to understand what is going on out there.

MASSES OF MIGRANTS
The change-over has been (and still is being) marked by the sudden appearance of several immigrant moth species.
In particular, it seems that several people have been catching Light Crimson Underwing
(Catocala promissa). These are reported (so far) from the far west of our area in the Herts/Middlesex border area
of the Colne Valley, across the county via St Albans (1 st August) then further eastwards into Essex. I have heard
rumours of others and I look forward to getting the data in due course. Although this striking species is not
uncommon (in the correct habitat) in much of Europe, it has always been restricted to the New Forest in Britain.
Our 2022 records are firsts for Hertfordshire. I have not yet heard of a report from Middlesex – if you know of
one please let me know. The only previous Middlesex report of Light Crimson Underwing was from Chelsea in
the year 1868 (published in the Entomologist’s Annual for that year, see Plant, 1993. Larger Moths of the London
Area. LNHS).
Regrettably, it appears that I have accidentally deleted one e-mail reporting a Light Crimson Underwing. My
apologies if this was yours – I remember reading it, but cannot recall who it was from. Do please all remember
that these reports here are for general interest and you should still include these records in your annual lists that
you will send to me.
Presumably, these recent Herts & Middlesex examples were primary immigrants from Europe. Presumably, the
same applies to the two (so far) Dark Crimson Underwing (Catocala sponsa) reported? One was in Middlesex
at St Margarets (Richmond – Twickenham area) on 20th July (Peter Gray) and one was in Herts at Watton-atStone on 29th July (Brian Elliot & Mark Sterling). Somewhat annoyingly, several light traps set a mere few
hundred yards away across the field at Watton by myself on the same night and William Bishop did not capture
any examples!!!
We have had a flurry of reports of Dark Crimson Underwing in the last three or four years. The first were two in
2019 (Maple Lodge, 2nd August, Simon Buckingham; Harpenden, 22nd July, David Hunt) and represented the first
for each county. In 2020, there were six reports (Harpenden area, Bramfield and Welwyn Garden City from
23rd July to 5th August (David Hunt, Keith Cherry, Trevor Brownsell). Then last year, 2021, there was just the one
– at Oxhey on 18th September (Paul Williams). The date of the 2021 sighting stands out as being much later than
all the other records; could it represent a locally bred moth rather than a primary immigrant?
Some other undoubted immigrants include a Jersey Mocha (Cyclophora ruficiliaria), with a male caught at
Maple Lodge on 29th July and another, sex not mentioned, at Harefield five days earlier on 24th July (both by
Simon Buckingham). The male was worn and barely recognisable; it was named by genitalia dissection.
The Kent Knot-horn Uncinus obductella (called Moitrelia obductella in many older books) turned up in light
traps at Ware, Hertfordshire, a male on 21 st July, by Liz Goodyear, new to Hertfordshire and Muswell, Hill,
Middlesex, a male “the other night” (message received 21 st July), by Gerry Rawcliffe. New to Middlesex. There
was a third at St Albans on 1st August, caught by Mark Sterling and another male at Chorleywood, by Andy King
– a few yards outside our boundary into Buckinghamshire.
The crambid moth Duponchelia fovealis put in an appearance in a trap in the Cowley area of Uxbridge on
26th July (Roger Morton). We have 22 earlier records (11 in each of our two counties) all relating to single
examples. Some of these, at least, might relate to accidentally introduced examples, but others were far more

likely to be immigrant examples. Given the wider immigrant activity at the time of the 2022 record this too seems
likely to refer to a genuine immigrant.
Deciding whether a moth is an immigrant or a resident is not always that easy. The Dark Crimson Underwings
present a good example. There can be no doubt that the earlier examples were immigrants – very likely a response
to wider climate changes across Europe. However, if the same changes that prompted dispersal have also created
suitable breeding conditions in Britain, then some of the arrivals might be expected to become established as
residents. So – were the 2022 Dark Crimson Underwings fresh immigrants or locally bred adults? In my view
they were immigrant examples, but I am open to reasoned opinion to the contrary. In any case, it does seem quite
probable that they will gradually establish themselves here. The traditional British sites for both Light and Dark
Crimson Underwings are within the ancient woodland habitat of the New Forest, but this is anomalous, since
across Europe the caterpillars can be found in many small, scrappy bits of woodland where the host tree (oak) is
present.
It is worth noting at this point that the concept that pristine specimens must be freshly emerged, and therefore
locally bred, is a fallacy. Freshly emerged moths do not stay in pristine condition for long as they bash their way
through the trees and so on, whilst there is published evidence that many immigrant moths reach our shores in
immaculate condition (usually having started their journey on the same night that they emerged).
Several former immigrants, known only as immigrants have become established residents in very recent times.
Two prime examples are the Tree-lichen Beauty Cryphia algae (first record 1987, then one in 1996, but from
2003 abundant) and the White-point Mythimna albipuncta (2000, 2002, then 2006 onwards). These are species
that we might have been willing to kill for when I was actively collecting back in the 1980s; today they are
expected on practically all site lists, including people’s gardens and they are without doubt breeding residents. It
appears that Dewick’s Plusia Macdunnoughia confusa is gradually copying these two species.
The source of some other species might not be true immigration. The Jersey Tiger Euplagia quadripunctaria has
certainly “invaded” us from the south and west. It is now resident across both counties, but was unknown here
prior to 2004 (apart from a single record in 1996). The Coronet Craniophora ligustri has invaded in a similar
direction and was unknown in either Herts or Middlesex prior to 2010 (apart from about half a dozen stray single
records over the previous ten years). The Hoary Footman Eilema caniola looks set to be the third example in
this category, first recorded in Herts in 2008 and in Middlesex in 2012, but now widespread across the entire area
(though still only locally so).
The spread of the Toadflax Brocade Calophasia lunula is less easily understood. Not known in our area until
2001, it too is widespread and common today – expected in all site lists. Back in the 1980s, we all travelled to
Dungeness to collect caterpillars; it was restricted to the native toadflax plants growing on the shingle beach. It
started to appear on post-industrial sites in the London area from 2001 onwards, but the reason is unclear. These
sites are “good” for the foodplant and so new arrivals might find them suitable for residency – but were these new
arrivals immigrants from Europe or wanderers from the Kent coast?
Just to complete this ramble, two species have become widespread residents in our area following known
accidental introduction. Gypsy Moth Lymantria dispar was introduced as egg masses on imported timber;
the Oak Processionary Thaumetopoea processionea was imported with living oak trees from Europe to a west
London botanical garden. The perceived pest status of these two may or may not be warranted. Both are
widespread in Europe and only very rarely cause problems. The forestry people have been wetting themselves
over the Oak Processionary in particular, but the environmental damage caused by their aerial spraying of
woodland and clear felling of oak trees by far outweighs the damage caused by the moth (I am not actually aware
of any).
Historically, both Gypsy and Oak Processionary were recorded occasionally along the south of Britain as
immigrants – almost always as males. This makes it very hard to interpret modern records of males; both species
now affect the entire of both Herts and Middlesex as males. At least some of these will be additional immigrants.
Female Gypsy and or their egg masses are occasionally found and certainly extend as far north as Bishops
Stortford. Female Oak Processionary have been found across a widespread area of our two counties, extending as
far north as Stevenage; this probably reflects dispersal from local breeding sites and there can be no doubt that
Oak Processionary is now established as a breeding species across the whole area. This supports my view that the
formal control measures were a complete waste of time (and tax-payers’ money) and that, in any case, they have
clearly failed. Further control procedures seem to me to be completely pointless.

NOT IMMIGRANTS
Other good moths mentioned to me in the last couple of weeks include the following (not an exhaustive list):
Acompsia schmidtiellus (Gelechiidae): one at Harpenden, on 30th July 2022(David Hunt). 10th Herts record and
first since 2015 (none in Middx).
Blastobasis rebeli (Blastobasidae): Hemel Hempstead, 18th July 2022 (Ian Bennell). Second Herts record, the
previous one being at St Albans on 10th August 2021 (Mark Sterling).
Caloptilia fidella (Gracillariidae): “West London”, 3rd August 2022, active leaf mines and folds (David
Lees). New to Middlesex. SEE ATTACHED PHOTO.
Festoon (Apoda limacodes): One at light in a garden in Broxbourne (town), 18 th July 2022 (Phil Jefferies). The
only previous Hertfordshire report is unsubstantiated from a site in the centre of the county, away from appropriate
habitat. In Middlesex it was noted at Ruislip in 1940 and then Harefield, 18 July 2014 (Simon Buckingham) and
Osterley Park, 5th July 2019 (Barbara Mulligan). Presumably, the Broxbourne example may have been a wanderer
from Broxbourne Woods, though we have yet to actually record it there and the possibility that these reports refer
to immigrant examples cannot be totally dismissed.
Mompha lacteella (Momphidae): Bishops Stortford, 8th July 2022 (Bob Clift). 7th Herts record and first from the
east of the county.
Sitochroa palealis (Crambidae): Osterley Park, 1st August 2022 (Barbara Mulligan). Widespread in Herts, but in
Middlesex very localised in the south-west only. The caterpillars feed on Wild Carrot (garden carrots are avoided).
.
White-line Dart (Euxoa tritici): St Albans, 1st August (Mark Sterling). Very few recent county records.

BARRY GOATER
Barry Goater’s name will be known to most of us as author of the 1986 book British Pyralid Moths. Sadly,
Barry passed away in his sleep in the small hours of Friday 29 th July 2022. He was just short of his 92nd birthday.
He was a personal friend and I have vivid memories of light trapping with him in Spain and Portugal. I particularly
remember a night in northern Spain at a place called Peñalba – thousands of moths and, most memorably, a
juvenile Golden eagle sitting on top of a Rosemary bush next to a moth trap replete, having dined on a large
number of hawk moths! It flapped away very lazily as I approached. Barry was Biology Master at the
Haberdasher’s Aske’s School near Elstree and contributed a great many records of moths from that area and from
his garden at Bushey. Some brief biographical notes are to be found on page 513 of our 2008 book The Moths of
Hertfordshire. His outstanding collection of European noctuids and pyralids was donated to Copenhagen Museum
several years ago.

I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PUBLICISE THE FOLLOWING EVENT
Moth Fest at Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park on 4th August for a day packed full of free activities celebrating
London's marvellous moths and butterflies! Drop-in art workshops will be available throughout the day, as well
as a session to meet the moths of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park in the morning. We also have two bookable
walks to explore the park and learn more about its amazing insect residents and the habitat they live in.
Excitingly, the cemetery park will be open from 8-10pm for a special viewing of artist Liina Lember’s
interactive magical moth installation – “In-visible Moth Spells”.
9-10.30am: Moth breakfast to meet the Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park moths!
During the event you will have a chance to get up close with some of these amazing creatures and learn more
about them, whilst enjoying some breakfast!

12-1pm: Butterfly, moth and habitat walk 1 (bookable via
Eventbrite) https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/389227248177
12-5pm: Drop-in Art Workshops including:
• Screen printing: try your hand at screen printing our exclusive Moth Fest design onto a tote bag.
You’ll get to take the printed bag away with you too!
• Cyanotype photography: use natural items to create beautiful sun prints
• Communal art workshop led by Liina Lember: join artist Liina to make a communal artwork,
inspired by flowers that are important to moths. All workshop participants are invited to make
their own blooms for moths to creative a beautiful moth garden.
•
Creative space (write, draw or paint): Use a range of media to express yourself, there will be
plenty of inspiration and materials available to have some creative fun!
3-4pm: Butterfly, moth and habitat walk 2 (bookable via
Eventbrite) https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/389503183507
8-10pm: In-visible Moth Spells installation open for viewing.
All of the events are drop-in apart from the two walks which can be booked below via Eventbrite if you wanted
to promote those separately: Walk 1 at 12pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/389227248177; Walk 2 at
3pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/389503183507
Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park
Southern Grove
London
E3 4PX
Click on this link for a map: View map

BROXBOURNE AND BENCROFT WOODS
Please read the pdf that is attached to this issue of Moth Mumblings
The Countryside Management Service (CMS), part of Hertfordshire County Council’s Countryside and Rights of
Way Service is currently developing a new Greenspace Action Plan (GAP) for Broxbourne and Bencroft Wood.
Broxbourne and Bencroft Wood are part of Hertfordshire’s only National Nature Reserve (NNR), owned by
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) and managed by Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) for biodiversity
and public access. Attached is the GAP briefing document which explains more about the community engagement
and plan production process. The GAP briefing document is being sent to relevant local stakeholders, and there
will be further engagement on draft plans during January 2022. We are contacting you and other stakeholders to
give you the opportunity to feed into the engagement process.
We would welcome any comments that you may have on the objectives proposed, or your thoughts on the future
management of Broxbourne and Bencroft Wood. Should you have any questions, please get in touch with me
using the contact details below. Responses to this briefing document should be submitted by Wednesday
24th August.
Kind regards,
Elgan Adlard, Projects Officer | Countryside & Rights of Way | Environment & Transport |
Hertfordshire County Council County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13
8DN. elgan.adlard@hertfordshire.gov.uk

********************************
That’s all have for now.
Enjoy!
Colin

*****************************
Colin W. Plant
Herts & Middlesex Counties Moth Recorder
14 West Road
Bishops Stortford
Hertfordshire
CM23 3QP
Landline: (after midday only or I promise to throw my toys out of the pram if I didn’t get to bed before 6am ): 01279 507697
E-mail: colinwplant@gmail.com
*****************************

