MOTH MUMBLINGS – FEBRUARY 2022
THE MOTHS AWAKEN
It’s true! Honest! Several people are reporting moths on the wing. Vincent and Betty Judd caught both Chestnut
Conistra vaccinii and Dark Chestnut Conistra ligula in an actinic trap at Leasey Bridge about a week ago.
George Fowler was lucky enough to get a Black-spotted Chestnut Conistra rubiginosa in the Broxbourne area
on 31st January (he also ended 2021 with this species – on 31st December). There is clearly a local population just
waiting for us to find it. Also on 31st January he caught March Moth and Small Quaker in the same trap. Over in
Harpenden, David Hunt caught a remarkably early Hebrew Character Orthosia gothica on 3rd February. This
followed a very early (or very late) Psychoides filicivora on 1st February along with Pale Brindled Beauty
Phigalia pilosaria, Chestnut, Spring Usher Agriopis leucophaearia, Tortricodes alternella and Ypsolopha
ustella. Roger Prue caught his earliest ever Oak Beauty Biston strataria two nights ago (7th February) in Hemel
Hempstead.
This is not a complete list – please don’t write to complain if your own name is not mentioned here. The idea is
just to let people know what is happening out there – your records are in the database even if you don’t get a
specific mention n this bit of this newsletter!

UPDATE ON ANNUAL DATA ENTRY
During the last few days I collated all the replies to the various queries that I had already sent out, tweaked the
lists accordingly and finally got these imported to the database (MapMate). For the benefit of the number freaks
out there, since the last issue of this newsletter I have received and entered a further 21,195 moth records from
Herts & Middlesex. That gives us a total of 97,328 records so far this year (99.99% relating to 2021) and raises
the overall number of validated records in the database to 1,591,758 records.
There are exactly 60 contributors so far to the 2021 data set. If your name is not included in the list than now
follows, then I am of the opinion that you have not yet sent me your 2021 data! If I am wrong I need you to tell
me, as this probably means your data got lost somewhere. Of course, if I am right, then please see what you can
do about it. It would be nice to raise the existing 97,328 records tally up to a nice round 100,000. That is a shortfall
of a mere 2,672 records – just one good list or two average garden lists could do that! Ideally, please try to do this
by the end of February.
In March, I should hopefully be able to start looking at the new data and assessing it to some degree. I am already
detecting some shifts in flight times (dates) which may or may not reflect climate change. YOUR lists will be
particularly useful in this respect.

REVISED ROLL OF HONOUR
The good chaps and chapesses whose 2021 moth records have been received by me and are now in the database
are as follows (alphabetically by surname):
Helen Bantock
Andy & Melissa Banthorpe
Philip Barron
Richard Bashford
Joe Beale
Jane Best
William Bishop
Tim Blackburn
Dan Blumgart
Nick Bowles
Tony Bristow
Simon Buckingham
Peter Bygate
Robert Callf
Margaret Carrier

Keith Cherry
Peter Clarke
Aaron Clements-Partridge
Bob Clift
Paul Cross
Mark David
Julia Day
Henry Ellis
Richard Ellis
Paul Field
Ian Flack
George Fowler
Tim Freed
Ian Gamble
Elizabeth Goodyear
Peter Gray
Bill Haines
Michael Hammerson
Roy Hargreaves
David Hatton
Dug Heath
Robert Homan
Chris Hilling
David Hunt
David Inward
Vincent & Betty Judd
Stephen Lowe
John Maxen
Richard Melarange
Richard (Dick) Middleton
Roger Millard
Roger Morton
Barbara Mulligan
John Murray
Jonathan Newman
Bob Parker
Roger Prue
Gerry Rawcliffe
David Riddle
Ben Sale
Mark Saunders
Peter Shaw
Mark Sterling
Kevin Widgery
Andrew Wood

COMMENTS ON MY COMMENTS IN THE LAST “MUMBLINGS”
The two records for Evergestis limbata are now known to relate to the same single moth. Both Mark Sterling and
John Murray quite properly included it in their lists. THIS IS EXCELLENT – I can spot these duplicated rarities
in the database fairly easily (it is part of the manual checking process that I undertake in any case), but it is much
harder, often impossible, to spot things that got missed altogether. Unless you have an agreement with another
person over lists from a “group” session, please don’t simply assume that the other person will include the rarity!
Ideally, of course, in such situations, the names of both parties should be listed as collector/recorder since, apart
from being courteous and correct, it also allows me to know which other person’s records should be examined
against yours and any un-necessary duplicates deleted].
Gerry Rawcliffe has reminded me that I missed his Ectoedemia hannoverella (Middlesex, 18th July) from the list
of vice-county “firsts”. Rubbing salt into the wound, Gerry points out that it was me that identified the moth for
him! Mea culpa! The moth is known from Hertfordshire, but in my haste I overlooked the fact that there were no
existing Middlesex reports. It seems that I also missed the tortrix Grapholita internana from Poor's Field, Ruislip,
25th May 2021. New to Middlesex it is known from Hertfordshire, but has not been seen there since 2018.

ONE TO LOOK FOR IN SPRING 2022: Coleophora trigeminella Fuchs, 1881
“The book” says that Coleophora trigeminella is rare! There were practically no reports between its discovery in
Britain in 1906 and the publication of volume 3 of Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland in 1996,
when it was said to have reappeared in Kent and Essex. So – why my interest in this moth? Although there is
some confusion, which I will not bore you with here, this moth was added to the British list (in the Entomologist’s
Monthly Magazine, volume 23, pages 51 – 56) from “Brentford- Heston”. This is, of course, Middlesex (Heston
hosts a service station on the M4 motorway). The astute will realise that much of the gap between Brentford and
Heston is occupied by Osterley Park; although there were far fewer buildings in this gap in 1906, it strikes me
that Osterley Park might be a good place to start looking. Any volunteers? The foodplant is hawthorn, but I have
no data on whether this implies Common Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna or Midland Hawthorn Crataegus
laevigata – both of which are widespread and common (and equally likely to support the moth). The larva
(caterpillar) feeds, as typical of the group, from a portable case and the winter is spent in this stage attached to a
twig – supposedly often near to a bud. This is likely to make it vulnerable to modern hedgerow “management”
and so it may well be genuinely rare or absent.
In about April (if we believe books written before climate change was recognised) feeding resumes. Unfortunately,
the post-hibernation caterpillar has a habit of preferring to mine into buds rather than leaves, so that the
characteristic blotch mines are frequently either absent or else very hard to spot. This could, of course, be another
reason why it is [allegedly] so rare – we simply don’t see it! Those with good eye-sight may be able to spot larvae
in situ. Those with defective optical units, like mine, might prefer to cut twigs from potentially suitable hawthorn
bushes, stand them in water in a milk bottle or similar, and periodically stare at them with a hand lens. A useful
tip: Stand the twigs/container on a sheet of white paper – if anything starts feeding there should soon be an
accumulation of frass (droppings) on the paper. If you do find any Coleophora cases, be aware that there are other
species on hawthorns, so the adults will be needed for correct identification which will need to be undertaken by
“a grown-up”. If you do end up rearing cases, please let me know in good time as it would be easiest for me to
take some of these and rear them in parallel with your retained material. That way, we don’t have the problem of
getting live adults from you to me in a hurry plus. Of course, if some disaster befalls one of us then the other will
still be able to continue.

VOLUNTEER(S) WANTED TO CATCH MOTHS
OK – it is in Essex, but only just over the border, so if you close your eyes perhaps nobody will notice! I suppose
they do have moths outside our county boundary? Anyway, Herts Moth Group member Bob Reed, who will be
known to many as the “Warden” of the wildlife trust nature reserve at Sawbridgeworth Marsh, is trying to motivate
younger people to get involved. Working with the Bishops Stortford Natural History Society, he is coordinating
a biodiversity and ecology study of Elgin’s Coppice in Hatfield Forest.
Hatfield Forest is a relatively secure area – locked at night and sufficiently far away from town to minimise the
number of vagrant nocturnal humans. Internal roadways mean that it is possible to drive into the site with
generators and any other equipment needed. If interested contact Bob direct by e-mail
at: coppicereed@hotmail.com

MOTH TRAP SECURITY
This just in from David Riddle …
Unfortunately, last night I had my battery operated moth trap stolen from Oughtonhead Common in Hitchin. Not sure if this
is a common problem or worth telling others in the moth group. They were after the battery but took all electronics. It's a
shame as it seemed a good night, recording eleven Pale Brindled Beauty, three March Moth and a Chestnut.

These incidents are extremely rare, but nevertheless people should be on their guard.

A VERY RARE BRITISH MICRO THAT MIGHT INVADE OUR AREA?

Chris Shortall advises me that there is a colony of the Angoumois Grain Moth Sitotroga cerealella in one of the
buildings at Rothamsted Research Station (Harpenden). It may have persisted here for 8 or more years. The species
is a pest of grain (wheat) and is exceptionally rare out-of-doors. There are just three records in the National
Gelechiid Recording Scheme Database of it being light trapped “in the wild” in 1995 (Hampshire), 1999 (Essex)
and 2003 (Dorset). This Harpenden record follows another recent county record from Tring (the source of which
appears likely to be some “corn dollies” imported from the West Midlands area). Though neither Hertfordshire
record can be claimed as “wild” it is nevertheless a moth to keep an eye open for – especially in and around grain
storage units.

A NEW MICRO TO SCIENCE – PROBABLY IN HERTS AND/OR MIDDLESEX
I was just doing a last minute check on e-mails before I sent this newsletter. Good job I did. The Austrian mother Peter Huemer just sent me a link to his latest paper in which he (with others) describes a completely new species
– Batrachedra confusella. This new species is almost identical to Batrachedra pinicolana. Peter also states in
the paper that the images on the mothdissection.co.uk website clearly indicate that both species are present in
Britain. This has been checked and is correct. In fact, there are several British examples floating about and now
a paper is being prepared for the Entomologist’s Record adding Batrachedra confusella to the official British list.
Specimens of Batrachedra from anywhere near Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris trees (especially if there is no Norway
Spruce Picea abies in the area) clearly need to be re-examined as they may well be the new species.
The following records are labelled as B. pinicolana in the Herts & Middx Database at 9th February 2022 (in
alphabetic order by site name). House numbers removed and grid references limited to 1 kilometre square in
compliance with our data protection policy. Vice-county (VC) numbers: 20 = Hertfordshire; 21 = Middlesex.
Location
Broomhills Welwyn Garden City
Broomhills Welwyn Garden City
Broxbourne Woods
Melville Avenue, Greenford
Panshanger Park
Royston
Stevenage
Stort Park
Thunderfield Grove
Welwyn
Welwyn
West Road Bishops Stortford
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet
Woodville Road Barnet

Grid Ref
TL2513
TL2513
TL3307
TQ1585
TL2812
TL3640
TL2324
TL4620
TL3405
TL2417
TL2417
TL4820
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596
TQ2596

VC
20
20
20
21
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21

Qty/sex
1
1
1
1m
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1m
1m
1m
1
1
1m
1m
1m
1m
1f
1m
1

Date
13 Jul 2020
15 Jul 2020
13 Jul 2013
29 Jun 2009
08 Jul 2021
20 Jul 2013
01 Aug 1965
09 Jul 2015
2004
1980
1990
19 Jun 2000
26 Jun 2009
05 Jul 2010
28 Oct 2010
25 Jun 2012
13 Jul 2013
19 Jul 2013
20 Jul 2013
30 Jun 2015
01 Jul 2015
10 Jul 2015
16 Jun 2017

Collector/Finder
T Brownsell
T Brownsell
Helen Bantock
David Howdon
Ben Sale
John Chainey & Jenny Spence
J. Newton
Graeme J Smith
M. Cooper
R. W. J. Uffen
R. W. J. Uffen
C. W. Plant
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry

Identifier
T Brownsell
T Brownsell
Helen Bantock
David Howdon
Ben Sale
John Chainey
J. Newton
Graeme J Smith
M. Cooper
R. W. J. Uffen
R. W. J. Uffen
D. V. Manning
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry
Rachel Terry

If you have voucher material for any of these records, please either check them against the new publication at the
link given or else send them to me for critical examination.
AND FINALLY … WHAT YOU ARE MISSING …

Below is a list of the contents of the January 2022 Entomologist’s Record. If you wish to subscribe it is really
easy.
If
you
can
manage
things
electronically
just
visit
the
web
site
at
https://www.amentsoc.org/membership/rates.html
Or, if you are a dinosaur like me, send a cheque for £30, made payable to “Amateur Entomologists Society” to
Entomologists Record
PO Box 8774
London SW7 5ZG
Make sure that you enclose your name and postal address for delivery of the journal and please also make sure
that it is clear that this is a subscription to the Ent Record, as the AES also published other stuff as well.
ENTOMOLOGIST’S RECORD & JOURNAL OF VARIATION,
volume 134, part 1 January/February 2022.
CONTENTS
(published 25th January 2025):
PEER-REVIEWED PAPERS
•
Fifth update to A Checklist of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles, 2013 on account of subsequently published
data. By D. J. L. Agassiz, S. Beavan & R. Heckford.
•
Isophrictis anthemidella (Wocke, 1871) (Lep.: Gelechiidae) new for the UK. By M. Stering, K. Sattler & D.
Lees.
•
Homoeosoma nimbella (Duponchel, 1837) (Lep.: Pyralidae) breeding in Dorset (vc9), with comments on the
distribution at the site. By J. W. Oughton.
•
The status of Caloptilia honoratella (Rebel,1914) and C. hemidactylella ([D. & S.], 1775) in Britain with a
note on two similar additional Acer-feeding Caloptilia that might appear in Britain (Lep.: Gracillariidae). By C. W.
Plant.
•
An example of the species diversity and abundance of butterflies at the forest edge in the vicinity of Jagodina
(Serbia). By B. Stanković
SHORTER COMMUNICATIONS
•

Barea asbolaea (Meyrick, 1833) (Lep.: Oecophoridae) discovered in Sussex. By Michael Whiteside.

•
Epinotia granitana (Herrich-Schäffer, 1851) (Lep.: Tortricidae): Third record for the British Isles. By Andy
King.
•
Caloptilia fidella (Reutti, 1853) (Lep.: Gracillariidae): Further studies in East Suffolk. By A. Watson & Helen
E. McClennon-Warnock.
•
Migration of the African Monarch Butterfly Danaus chrysippus (L.) (Lep.: Danainae. Nymphalidae) on the
coast of the Gambia, West Africa, in 1984. By John F. Burton.
•

Larvae mining Spindle berries – a cautionary tale. By Rob Edmunds.

*****************************
That’s all for now.
Enjoy!
Colin
*****************************
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