
MOTH MUMBLINGS – LEAF-MINER MAPS     
   
The Big Push 
  
Just a quick note this time – hopefully to encourage those of you who still don’t have leaf-mining moths 

on their garden list to arise from your posteriors and venture beyond the garden gate! I am aware that it 

may be dark when you get in from work – but the weekend is coming!  
  
Leaf-mining moths are actually in depressingly poor supply this year, but things are picking up slightly 

as we reach the end of October. Most of the common species on Hazel, Blackthorn, Elm, Hornbeam 

and Cherry are now (27th October 2021) fairly easy to find (and please, let us not forget to report the 

Horse-chestnut Leaf-miner, which is everywhere [or is it?]). However, leaf-mines on hawthorns, oaks, 

rose, Rowan, Birch and many other plants are proving rare this season.  
  
My thanks are offered to all of the people who have already been sending me envelopes of leaves in the 

post. Two techniques are apparent. A few of you are lucky enough to have the time and enthusiasm to 

go “tetrad bashing” and are sending me parcels from several different places. Rather more of you have 

evidently opted to blitz your home area only and send me everything you can find there. Both 

techniques are equally useful and my thanks to all those who have taken part so far. However, 

comparing home addresses with map dots, it seems that some of you need a bit of encouragement! No 

names (that would be an unacceptable and inappropriate use of personal data), but you know who you 

are!!! 
  
These are the current distribution maps (for Herts only – please assume that almost all of Middlesex is 

devoid of data), as well as a photo of the mine itself, for the two commonest species in our area – the 

Bramble leaf-miner (Stigmella aurella) and the Blackthorn leaf-miner or “Tadpole mine” (Stigmella 

plagicolella) as of today’s date. 

 

Stigmella plagicolella Blackthorn Tadpole miner 
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Stigmella aurella Bramble leaf-miner 
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THESE TWO SHOULD BOTH BE IN EVERY MAP TETRAD EXCEPT FOR CENTRAL 

LONDON. However, they are not … or are they? Please use these two maps to indicate the map tetrads 

that have either zero or very few leaf-miner records. The more blank squares on these maps that you 

can visit (or the more effort that you can put into finding every mine species in a single blank square), 

the happier I will be! 
  
Even with the poor mine population this year my own trips in the last ten days have generated lists of 

between 16 and 22 separate species per site after a visit of about an hour. This compares well with the 

envelopes I have been receiving from other people. If I can visit three sites with different habitat in each 

map square, the list rises to between 23 and 28 species. Compared to a “normal|” year this is pretty 

pathetic (ten years ago a trip to Broxbourne Wood generated 52 species in half an hour), but if all these 

are new tetrad records then we are on the way to winning!  
  
Leaf-fall has started in earnest today but, of course, this makes the mines from the tops of tall trees 

easier to find – they are lying on the ground waiting to be looked at! I reckon this weekend and next are 

available to us, but after that things might start getting harder!  
  
Please collect mined leaves and send to me in a plastic bag in a suitable large envelope. Please remember 

to label any confusion plant species using a biro directly on the leaf – or if you prefer bag separately 

with a label (e.g., Blackthorn, apple and some willows are not easy to name from individual leaves). 

Make sure the place and date are included as well as your name. Lists will be sent – please include your 

e-mail to save me looking it up.  
  
How many more blank map squares can we fill in this weekend, I wonder? 
  
 Good hunting, 
  
 Colin 
   



*****************************  
Colin W. Plant 
Herts & Middlesex Counties Moth Recorder 
14 West Road 
Bishops Stortford 
Hertfordshire 
CM23 3QP 
  
E-mail: Colinwplant@gmail.com 
*****************************  
  

mailto:Colinwplant@gmail.com

